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SUBJECT: 1976 MEAT IMPORT PROGRAM 

1 . AS OF SEPTEMBER 11, IMPORTS OF MEAT FROM HONDURAS 
SUBJECT TO THE VOLUNTARY RESTRAINT AGREEMENT WERE 28,120 
THOUSAND POUNDS AND REPRESENTED 78.5 PERCENT OF THE AGREED 
ALLOCATION OF 35,800 THOUSAND POUNDS. 

2. ACCORDING TO A LETTER SENT TO THE U.S. CHARGE IN 
TEGUCIGALPA FROM THE HONDURAN ECONOMIC MINISTER DIAZ. 
HONDURAS WILL FILL THE VOLUNTARY RESTRAINT LEVEL OF 35.8 
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ENDING SEPTEMBER 11, IMPORTS HAVE BEEN 653.5 THOUSAND 
POUNDS PER WEEK. THIS INFORMATION SUPPORTS THE PROJECTION 
PREVIOUSLY MADE BY MINISTER DIAZ. 

3. FURTHERMORE, CUSTOMS' STATISTICS OF ENTRIES FOR CON- 
SUMPTION DO NOT REFLECT MEAT WHICH HAS BEEN ALLOWED ENTRY . 
INTO THE US UNDER IMMEDIATE DELIVERY CERTIFICATES- AT ANY 
POINT IN TIME, THESE CERTIFICATES REPRESENT APPROXIMATELY 
TWO WEEKS OF SHIPMENTS. IF THE RATE OF THE PREVIOUS TWO 
WEEKS (653.5 THOUSAND POUNDS PER WEEK) IS ASSUMED, THE 
AMOUNT OF HONDURAN MEAT SUBJECT TO THE VOLUNTARY RESTRAINT 
AGREEMENT CURRENTLY IN THE US IS APPROXIMATELY 29,427 

THOUSAND POUNDS REPRESENTING SOME 82 PERCENT OF THE AGREED 
ALLOCATION. 

4. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 3 OF THE 
1976 AGREEMENT, THE EMBASSY SHOULD INFORM THE APPROPRIATE 
HONDURAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE 
DATETHATTHE USG IS IN THE PROCESS OF ISSUING REGULATIONS 
TO PREVENT U.S. IMPORTS FROM HONDURAS FROM EXCEEDING 35.8 
MILLION POUNDS DURING 1976. THESE REGULATIONS WILL IN NO 
WAY ALTER THE RESTRAINT LEVEL SPECIFIED IN THE AGREEMENT 
WE HAVE CONCLUDED WITH HONDURAS. 

5. THE EMBASSY SHOULD RECALL CONSULTATIONS HELD IN 
TEGUCIGALPA SEPTEMBER 3 AND MAY IN ADDITION DRAW ON THE 
ABOVE AND MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

- WE VALUE HONDURAS AS A RELIABLE SUPPLIER OF MEAT TO 
THE US MARKET. 

- FOR THIS REASON WE WERE EAGER TO CONCLUDE AN AGREEMENT 
WITH HONDURAS FOR 1976 WHICH WOULD PERMIT A LEVEL OF 
OVERALL IMPORTS NEARLY 10 PERCENT HIGHER THAN THE LEVEL 
THAT WOULD BE PERMITTED UNDER A MANDATORY QUOTA IN THE 
ABSENCE OF A RESTRAINT PROGRAM. 

- WE HOPE THE GOVERNMENT OF HONDURAS WILL TAKE STEPS TO 
REGULATE SHIPMENTS IN A MANNER TO PREVENT THE HONDURAN 
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